Commentary

where there are better servants and an incomparable
climate. Like Violet he despises commerce and those who
draw their livelihood from aeroplane shares, but unlike
her he approves of the younger generation; it contains
some very decent specimens. He has some kindly-intended
conventional wisdom; the family should be cheerful and
make Harry feel that what has happened doesn't matter;
after all Harry (he thinks) has taken his medicine (i.e.
suffered from, but endured, a disastrous marriage); let
him marry again and better. If Harry is to become a
missionary in the tropics, there is nothing wrong with
tropical climates (but Harry should get inoculated) and
nothing wrong with missionaries. He himself has had an
eventful life, in tight corners on the north-west Frontier; he
can cope with the dangers he feels able to understand; but
Harry's behaviour alarms and mystifies him: 'God preserve
us! I never thought it would be as bad as this.' (I. i. 394).

The C^OEtrs Collectively

Unlilpe a mob, whose common denominator is lower than
fha^of its lowest member by himself, the Chorus is
collectively more self-aware and imaginative than any one
of its components. They know themselves to be deeply
embarrassed, on the edge of an experience beyond their
capacities, at Amy's command, confronted by the Un-
familiar. They know a feeling of incompetence (amateur
actors who do not know their parts) and of guilt (because
of a family complicity in the not-quite-solved mystery of
Harry's wife's death) at a moment when what is private
may be becoming public; they know themselves to be
afraid of all that has happened and of what may be about
to happen; they even know that the past is about to
happen and that the future has been long since settled (a
part of Eliot's philosophy of Time and Eternity). They
know, in short, that they can insure against fire, but npt
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